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Construction on the Edwards
Aquifer Recharge Zone

EDWARDS AQUIFER
RECHARGE

ZONE

In response to Texas citizens’ concerns to preserve and protect the
excellent quality of water available from the Edwards Aquifer, the
Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission (TNRCC)
enacted regulations under authority of the Texas Water Code.

However, it is the state’s policy to maintain the quality of water
consistent with:

■ public health and enjoyment,
■ the propagation and protection of land and aquatic life,
■ the operation of existing industries, and
■ the economic development of the state.

The Edwards rules are contained in 30 Texas Administrative
Code (TAC) Sections 313.1-313.27.

RECHARGE ZONE

The shaded areas shown on the map below delineate the Edwards
Aquifer Recharge Zone (EARZ). It includes portions of Kinney,
Uvalde, Medina, Bexar, Comal, Hays, Travis and Williamson
counties. Regulated activities and developments on the EARZ are
under the jurisdiction of the TNRCC.

The application process described in this publication identifies
potential sources of contamination to this valuable drinking
water supply. The following are the types of applications that
must be submitted for approval to the appropriate TNRCC
regional office and executive director before any construction
related to these activities can begin on the EARZ:

■ Water Pollution Abatement Plan (WPAP)
■ Organized Sewage Collection System
■ Static Hydrocarbon (Petroleum) and Hazardous Sub-

stance Storage in underground or aboveground storage
tanks; this is also applicable on the Edwards Aquifer
Transition Zone (TZ)

Regulated development is defined as, but is not limited to,
“clearing, excavation or any other activities which alter or
disturb the topographic, geologic or existing recharge character-
istics of a site; or any other activities which may pose a
potential for contaminating the Edwards Aquifer. This in-
cludes the following:

■ any residential subdivision or any public or
private industrial, commercial or
multi-family subdivision;

■ sewage collection system (i.e., public and private
gravity line, lift station and force main, or
wastewater treatment facility);

■ petroleum and hazardous substance storage.

Regulated activity includes, but is not limited to, the  following:
■ storm and sanitary sewers;
■ buildings;
■ new and/or replacement structures at petroleumstor-

age tank (PST) facilities
■ roads, highways, railroads, utility stations

WATER POLLUTION ABATEMENT PLANS

All regulated developments and activities require the submittal
and approval of a WPAP application prior to beginning con-
struction. Also, before starting any regulated activity and within
30 days of having received TNRCC approval for a WPAP, the
holder must record in the county deed records that the property
is subject to an approved WPAP.

Requirements for submitting a WPAP application are listed in
30 TAC Section 313.4. These generally include the WPAP
application form with location map, site plan, erosion and
sedimentation control plan sheet, design plans and specifica-
tions, geologic assessment and feature form, storm water section
and signature form.
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Application forms are currently available upon request at TNRCC
regional offices in Austin and San Antonio. These soon will be
available through TNRCC OnLine at 512/239-0700.

Applications for petroleum and hazardous substance storage tanks
or organized sewage collection systems must be submitted under a
separate cover so they receive parallel review with the WPAP.

SEWAGE COLLECTION SYSTEMS

Any applicant who undertakes construction only involving an
organized sewage collection system must first submit a technical
report and the design plans and specifications for TNRCC ap-
proval. Private service lateral plans and specifications do not need
TNRCC approval, but they must comply with local plumbing
codes. Rules for the design criteria for sewerage systems is located
in 30 TAC Sections 317.1-317.13

PETROLEUM STORAGE TANKS (PSTs)

An application for the installation of a new petroleum or hazard-
ous substance storage tank on the EARZ or its transition zone
must include a geologic assessment. If a new structure such as a
convenience store is planned on the EARZ (but not TZ), then a
WPAP will also be required. A WPAP is not required for a pre-
existing building unless the surface facility will be modified.
The PST rules are found in 30 TAC Sections 334.1-334.56.

FEES

Anyone who files a new or amended WPAP, an extension-of-
time request, or a PST or sewage collection system application
must comply with the application and fee payment requirements
established in 30 TAC Sections 313.21-313.27. The owner/
agent must make the required fee payment before any review of
plans can begin.

Four complete copies of the relevant applications, including a
cover letter requesting TNRCC review and approval, must be
submitted to the appropriate TNRCC regional office.

For Hays, Travis and Williamson counties:
TNRCC Austin Region
1921 Cedar Bend Dr.
Suite 150
Austin, Texas 78758
512/339-2929
FAX 512/339-3795

For Kinney, Uvalde, Medina, Bexar and Comal counties:
TNRCC San Antonio Region
140 Heimer Road, Suite 360
San Antonio, Texas 78232-5042
210/490-3096
FAX 210/545-4329

TNRCC REVIEW

The Edwards Aquifer rules allow the TNRCC up to five months
from the date the applications are accepted by the regional office
for review and executive director approval. If there are discrepan-
cies or changes in the proposal, additional time may be required.

Exceptions to the requirement for filing a WPAP must be applied
for and approved by the TNRCC executive director prior to
beginning any construction over the EARZ.

All construction over the EARZ or transition zone requires
notifying the appropriate regional office between 24 and 72
hours before the actual work begins.

OBTAINING RULES

Copies of the Edwards rules may be obtained by contacting the
Edwards Underground Water District in San Antonio at 210/
222-2204.

You may contact the TNRCC Environmental Information Cen-
ter at 512/239-0028 for a free copy of the publication TNRCC
Rules (GI-32), which lists sources of rules.

The complete TNRCC Publications Catalog is also available free
of charge from the Information Center, plus TNRCC rules and
other information can be accessed via TNRCC OnLine at 512/
239-0700.

OBTAINING APPLICATIONS/FORMS

Contact the appropriate TNRCC regional office.

OBTAINING MAPS

Official maps of the EARZ may be obtained for a fee from:

■ Accugraphics (Austin), 512/459-4929 (Only for Hays,
Travis and Williamson counties)

■ Barton Springs/Edwards Aquifer Conservation District
(Austin), 512/282-8441 (Only for Hays and Travis
counties)

■ Edwards Underground Water District (San Antonio),
210/222-2204 (Only for Bexar, Comal, Hays, Kinney,
Medina and Uvalde counties)

■ Ferguson Map Co. (San Antonio), 210/829-7629 (Only
for Bexar, Comal, Hays, Kinney, Medina and Uvalde
counties)

■ Index maps of the regulated recharge zone are available
from the TNRCC library (Building A, 12100 Park 35
Circle), TNRCC regional offices, the Edwards Under-
ground Water District and Barton Springs/Edwards
Aquifer Conservation District.


